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mood for a patriot in a nation which is struggling for exist-
ence. Germany still suffers from that faded sentimentality
which an over-intellectual age has handed down to us. Men
still cherish a certain lukewarm enthusiasm for the Father-
land; and the ardour which can find no place in jaded
hearts takes refuge in their brains, where it broods over the
fantastic whims of a purely sentimental theory of politics.
A lengthy task of political education lies still before us.
The nation must learn to oppose to the clearness and resolu-
tion of the particularists an equally resolute will, fighting
for unity and for nothing else. Our hearts must become
warmer, our brains cooler; the aims of our patriots must
rise to the height of a personal passion; and the under-
standing of the whole nation must be armed with the calm
realisation that it is only the power of the greatest of our
German States which can force the minor courts to submit
themselves to a national, central government. We shall
never even secure a federal State (which is the very least we
are justified in demanding), unless the nation has the courage
to take a further bold step in case of need, and to secure that
centralised State which Germany's greatest patriot, Carl
vom Stein, dreamed of for his country at the dawn of the
War of Independence." 1

Such is the argument of this most interesting essay. In
a sense it was falsified by the events of the next seven years.
The smaller States did assent, under Bismarck's influence,
to the formation of a Bundesstaat; the Federal State so
formed proved to be a practicable constitution, although, as
Treitschke had prophesied, it was difficult to make it work
smoothly. And yet in a sense Treitschke was justified.
The Federal Empire has been less efficient than a Unitary
State for the purposes which German patriots hoped that a
united Germany would serve. The Empire has been held
together by the predominance of Prussia; and there is no
doubt that, so long as the Empire prospers, the tendency is

1 Hist, und pol. Aufsdtze, ii. pp. 240-41.